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Tbody -wMcli yield a fluid of which the ants are fond. Some
species (e.g. Lyccena, arion, in England and L. alcon hi France),
feed on foliage during the summer, and in winter enter ants5
nests and feed on the larvse and pupse. L. alcon exhibits the
farther peculiarity of only passing through three larval instars,
instead of the normal six. The pupae of the Lycaenids are
short and thickened, usually dark brown in colour. They are
normally suspended by the ciemaster and supported by a
silken girdle, but occasionally the girdle is absent.

Hibernation takes place usually as a larva, but in some cases
the insects pass the winter in the egg or pupal stage.

The sexes can be distinguished by the tarsi of the fore-legs,
which consist in the male of a single joint. In many cases the
male is more brightly coloured than the female, but there are
exceptions. In the case of the British species, Zephyrus
betulce, where the female possesses the brighter colours, it is
interesting to note that in coupling the male is carried by the
female, this being a reversal of the usual procedure.

The family has little importance economically, but one
species, Virachcla isocmtes, is a pest in India. The larva feeds
on the fruit of guava and pomegranate. Catochrysopspandava,
is a minor pest of Pigeon pea in India, while Lyccena icams
occasionally causes very slight damage to fodder crops in
Europe.

ERYCINIDJE (Lemoniidce, Nemeobiidce, Eiodinidce).
Fore -legs on the female perfect, though shortened ; in the
male the tarsi of the fore-legs of one joint, without claws.
The Erycinids are mostly small butterflies., and are very
variable in coloration. Many of them are of similar appear-
ance to the lycaenids, and, as in that family, appendages are
often present on the hind-wings.
The family consists of about 1,000 species, mainly from
tropical South. America : only about forty species occur in the
Eastern hemisphere., of which one is British.
The eggs, which are similar in shape to those of the
Lycanidcz, are laid usually singly, but sometimes in hatches,
on the food-plant. The larvse vary very considerably, but